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The Middle Brenta Area -
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e 56 km of river (from Bassano del Grappa to Padua)
e 2 provinces, 15 municipalities

e 1.5 million people (30% of the Veneto Region)
served by the Medio Brenta well field

e 1 Natura 2000 site
e "Grave and Wetlands of the Brenta"
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Brenta River

Context

I Natura 2000 Network
I Brenta river

I Natura 2000 site
“Grave e zone umide
del Brenta”

ECOSYSTEM
SERVICES

Veneto Region

Freshwater Biodiversity

provisioning conservation
(30% at regional level) (Natura 2000 site)
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Governance aspects

European
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Financing instruments
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Quantitative Improvement

Brenta River Basin
Council (ATO) / Etra (Water
utility)

Area Management Plan

Water service tariff

Lack of
operational
management
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Path undertaken (2019 - 2026)

Brenta

ey

This project has received funding from the
LIFE Programme of the European Union
LIFE18-NAT_IT_000756

INN WATER

Promoting social innovation to renew
multi-level and cross sector water governance

o
NATURA 2000

Funded by
the European Union

“Developing good governance via financing schemes for biodiversity and water
conservation for the Brenta river”

!

Integrating the drinking water planning with Natura 2000 through the application of
the Environmental and Resource Costs (ERC)

“Promote innovative and inclusive governance across all sectors for a transition
to sustainable water systems”

!

Stakeholder engagement and governance model for the new management body
(River Basin Council)
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Methodology

—

|dentification of
impacts and

related mitigation/

compensation
measures

Technical

Integration within the
: Decision support [:> Area Management Plan
working group system (DSS) with ERC

N
!
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Candidacy of the

Governance Participatory [:> Shared vision on [:>

working grou ‘
5 BIOHP process V‘{'th the the g:‘\;ilr;ance Drinking Water Board as
institutional management authority
stakeholders B for the Natura 2000 sitc:/
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Environmental and Resource Costs (ERC)

WATER PROTECTION AND ENVIRONMENTAL AND
REDUCTION OF ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCE COSTS RECOVERY
IMPACTS THROUGH WATER BILL

Delibera ARERA

639/2023/R/idr
DRINKING WATER
SAFEGUARD DRINKING WATER
ZONES SERVICE
Zanetti C.,
L_eonard_i A.,
SUSTAINABLE DRINKING WATER DISTRIBUTION THROUGH Crls'tb\ofartu %
ABSTRACTION WATER SUPPLY NETWORK m?z 821)-
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The new water-biodiversity governance

ETRA

Assembly ®

Institutional
Committee

Braccio operativo

Brenta River Basin
Council

COLLABORATIONS

Genio Civile, Unita Operativa
Servizi Forestali e altri enti locali

Steering Committee p

5 representatives of local

15 municipalities
of the Middle governments with a proactive

role

Brenta
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Process documentation wi

£

the European Union

This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon EUROPE
research and innovation program under grant agreement No. 101086512,

This project was funded by UK Research and Innevation (UKRI) under the UK
government's Horizon Europe funding guarantee [grant number 10066637].

Call: HORIZON-CL6-2022-GOVERNANCE-01
Project 101086512

INN WATER

Promaoting social innovation to renew
multi-level and cross sector water governance

D2.2: Advancing Water
Governance: Reference Guide
for Programming

Delivery date: 31/03/2025

Funded by & UK Research

and Innovation

Belgium |
Stakeholder collaboration |

for maximising NbS opportunities and
enhancing water resource protection |

Netherla

with children

Ireland

Nature-based and cost-effective
wastewater responses to address
climate change

France

Restoration of degraded streams
to strengthen ecosystems

and water security during droughts

France
Information system on public water and sanitation
to monitor utility performance

Spain

Municipal drought resilience
through strategies for small
and medium-sized communities

Portugal
Service quality enhancement
through robust data validation

and performance benchmarking

Portugal - Spain
Transboundary water governance =
in the Tagus Basin Spain
Citizen engagement
in public water

management

Spain
Nature-based wastewater treatment as a model
for sustainable water management
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Water disconnection_ -~
prevention for households

Germany

Stakeholder-driven
approaches to nutrient
pollution monitoring

in InnWater

Sweden
Collaborative lake
management

nds

Sweden
Local engagement for
groundwater management

Latvia

Online system for annual reporting
in the water and sanitation sector
Lithuania
Regulatory reforms for
strengthened capacity for water investments

Poland

Capacity building for river basin management

Poland
Blue-green infrastructure for
urban climate adaptation

Austria

Italy
Trust and transparency Italy
in river basin Iintegration of environmental

management and resource costs into water tariffs
Italy Italy
Winter irrigation for Community engagement
strengthened in wetland conservation

groundwater resilience

'
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Stakeholder engagement
for river restoration

Hungary

Coordinated water-user schedules
for improved water management

Bosnia and Herzegovina
Institutional frameworks and local capacities
for sustainable infrastructure and water services

Macedonia
Tax reductions to improve
menstrual hygiene access
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tation within InnWat

Belgium |

Stakeholder collaboration

Integrating Environmental
and Resource Costs into
Water Tariffs in Italy's
Brenta River Basin

Nature-based ai|
wastewater respc|

and water security|

Information syl model for other contexts.

The Parco Fiume Brenta project introduced an innovative approach to financing water and
biodiversity conservation by incorporating Environmental and Resource Costs (ERC) into water
tariffs (as foreseen by Article 9 of the EU Water Framework Directive) as a pilot mechanism in the
Vicenza and Padova provinces, Italy. Led by Etifor and its partners, the initiative redefined the link
between integrated water services and environmental protection, ensuring that water users
contribute to sustainability efforts, including the conservation of a protected area from which
groundwater is withdrawn. Before this project, ERC was neither classified nor included in Italian =
Restoration of d¢| water tariffs. Through collaboration with the Italian Regulatory Authority for Energy, Networks and
tostreng!l Environment (ARERA), a revised tariff system was developed, allocating small contributions from
households to fund environmental initiatives, such as green infrastructure and nature-based
solutions (NbS). This approach ensures long-term investment in water conservation and serves as a
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in the water and sanitation sector
Lithuania

Regulatory reforms for
strengthened capacity for water investments
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Capacity building for river basin management
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Blue-green infrastructure for
urban climate adaptation
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Municipal drought resilience
through strategies for small
and medium-sized communities
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Italy
Trust and transparency Italy
in river basin Iintegration of environmental

management and resource costs into water tariffs
Spain
Citizen engagement Italy Italy
in public water Winter irrigation for Community engagement

strengthened in wetland conservation

groundwater resilience

management

'

INN WATER

O GOVAQUA

Stakeholder engagement
for river restoration
Hungary

Coordinated water-user schedules
for improved water management

Bosnia and Herzegovina
Institutional frameworks and local capacities
for sustainable infrastructure and water services

Macedonia
Tax reductions to improve

menstrual hygiene access
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