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• 56 km of river (from Bassano del Grappa to Padua)

• 2 provinces, 15 municipalities

• 1.5 million people (30% of the Veneto Region) 
served by the Medio Brenta well field

• 1 Natura 2000 site

• "Grave and Wetlands of the Brenta"

The Middle Brenta Area
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“Developing good governance via financing schemes for biodiversity and water 
conservation for the Brenta river”

Path undertaken (2019 - 2026)

Integrating the drinking water planning with Natura 2000 through the application of 
the Environmental and Resource Costs (ERC)

“Promote innovative and inclusive governance across all sectors for a transition 
to sustainable water systems”

Stakeholder engagement and governance model for the new management body 
(River Basin Council)



Identification of 
impacts and 

related mitigation/ 
compensation 

measures Decision support 
system (DSS)

Participatory 
process with the 

institutional 
stakeholders

Shared vision on 
the governance 

model

Candidacy of the 
Drinking Water Board as 
management authority
for the Natura 2000 site 

Technical
working group

Governance
working group

Methodology

Integration within the 
Area Management Plan

with ERC



Zanetti C., 
Leonardi A., 

Cristofani G., 
Amato G. 

(2021)

Environmental and resource costs: 

the economic valuation of reducing and/or 
altering the functionality of aquatic 
ecosystems, and the missed opportunities 
(current and future) resulting from a specific 
use of a resource

Delibera ARERA 

639/2023/R/idr

Environmental and Resource Costs (ERC)



The new water-biodiversity governance

Brenta River Basin 
Council

Assembly

Steering Committee
5 representatives of local 
governments with a proactive 
role

Institutional 
Committee

15 municipalities 
of the Middle 
Brenta
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SUPPORT 



Process documentation within InnWater



Process documentation within InnWater


